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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please cancel claims 3, 4, 15, 21 , and 22 without prejudice. 
Please amend claims 1, 2, 5, 9, 11, 12, 14, 16, and 18 as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) A method of distributing a plurality of documents, the method 
| comprising- the stops of : 

associating a metadata File with each of the documents; 

applying at least one content attribute to each of the documents, including analyzing a 
content of each of the documents and assigning a content attribute value to the content 
attribute of each of the documents based on the content thereof, and including appending the 
metadata file of each of the documents with the at least one content attribute and the content 
attribute value thereof ; 

assigning at least one content group to each of the documents based on the at least one 
| content attribute and the content attribute value thereo f of a respectiv e? ono of the documents , 

including modifying the metadata file of each of the documents to include the at least one 
| content group thereof of the respective one of the documents ; and 

distributing the documents based on the at least one content group of each of the 
documents. 

j 2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the st e p of associating the 
metadata file with each of the documents includes identifying at least one of a title, an author, 
a date, and an identification of each of the documents. 

3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Cancelled) 

| 5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the atop of assigning the at 
least one content group to each of the documents includes defining a plurality of content 
groups including the at least one content group, defining at least one condition for each of the 
content groups, and assigning the at least one content group to at least one of the documents 
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if the at least one of the documents satisfies the at least one condition of the at least one 
content group. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 5, wherein defining the at least one condition for 
each of the content groups includes specifying at least one of a plurality of content attributes 
including the at least one content attribute and a content attribute value for the at least one of 
the plurality of content attributes. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 5, wherein assigning the at least one content group to 
the at least one of the documents includes assigning at least one content group value to a 
content group attribute of the at least one of the documents. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 7, wherein modifying the metadata file of each of the 
documents to include the at least one~content group includes modifying the metadata file of 
the at least one of the documents to include the at least one content group value for the 
content group attribute. 

j 9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of distributing the 
documents includes defining a plurality of content categories, associating the at least one 
content group with at least one of the content categories, and distributing for the at least one 
of the content categories each of the documents assigned the at least one content group. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 9, wherein defining the plurality of content categories 
includes defining at least one content sub-category for the at least one of the content 
categories, and wherein associating the at least one content group with the at least one of the 
content categories includes associating the at least one content group with the at least one 
content sub-category. 

| 11. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 9, wherein th e st e p of distributing the 
documents includes defining a navigational model identifying the content categories, 
presenting the navigational model to an audience, receiving a request for documents 
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associated with one of the content categories from the audience, and distributing the 
documents associated with the one of the content categories to the audience, including 
distributing the documents assigned the at least one content group associated with the at least 
one of the content categories. 

j 12. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 11, wherein tho step of distributing the 
documents further includes defining a communication link between a host of the navigational 
model and the audience, wherein receiving the request for documents includes receiving the 
request for documents associated with the one of the content categories from the audience via 
the communication link, and wherein distributing the documents includes distributing the 
documents associated with the one of the content categories to the audience via the 
communication link. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein defining the communication link 
includes defining an Internet communication link between the host of the navigational model 
and the audience. 

14. (Currently Amended) A method of distributing a plurality of documents, the method 
j comprising tho atops of : 

associating a metadata file with each of the documents; 

applying a content attribute to each of the documents, including analyzing a content of 
each of the documents and assigning a content attribute value to the content attribute of each 
of the documents based on the content thereof, and including appending the metadata file of 
each of the documents with the content attribute and the content attribute value thereof ; 

assigning a content group to each of the documents based on the content attribute and 
the content attribute value thereo f of a r e spective one of tho documents , including modifying 
the metadata file of each of the documents to include the content group thereofe f-the 
roGpective one of the document s; 

defining a plurality of content categories, including associating the content group with 
at least one of the content categories; and 
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distributing for the at least one of the content categories each of the documents 
assigned the content group. 

15. (Cancelled) 

| 16. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 14, wherein th o atop of assigning the 
content group to each of the documents includes defining a plurality of content groups 
including the content group, defining a condition for each of the content groups, and 
assigning at least one of the content groups to at least one of the documents if the at least one 
of the documents satisfies the condition of the at least one of the content groups. 

17. (Original) The method of claim 16, wherein defining the condition for each of the 
content groups includes specif ying at least one of a plurality of content attributes including 
the content attribute and a content attribute value for the at least one of the plurality of 
content attributes. 

18. (Currently Amended) A document management system adapted to manage 
distribution of a plurality of documents, the document management system comprising: 

a metadata architecture system adapted to analyze a content of each of the documents. 
apply at least one content attribute to each of the documents based on the content thereof, 
assign a content attribute value to the content attribute of each of the documents based on the 
content thereof, and append a metadata file of each of the documents with the at least one 
content attribute and the content attribute value thereof : 

a logic rules application system adapted to assign at least one content group to each of 
the documents based on the at least one content attribute and the content attribute value 
thereof, of a rospectivo one of tho documents and modify the metadata file of each of the 
documents to include the at least one content group thereo f e f the r e spective one of tho 
documents ; and 

a document distribution system adapted to distribute the documents based on the at 
least one content group of each of the documents. 
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19. (Original) The document management system of claim 18, further comprising: 

a document management data storage system adapted to store the documents therein. 

20. (Original) The document management system of claim 18, wherein the metadata file 
of each of the documents includes at least one of a title, an author, a date, and an 
identification of the respective one of the documents. 

21. (Cancelled) 

22. (Cancelled) 

23. (Original) The document management system of claim 18, wherein the logic rules 
application system defines a plurality of content groups including the at least one content 
group and defines at least one condition for each of the content groups, and wherein the logic 
rules application system is adapted to assign the at least one content group to at least one of 
the documents if the at least one of the documents satisfies the at least one condition of the at 
least one content group. 

24. (Original) The document management system of claim 23, wherein the at least one 
condition for each of the content groups specifies at least one of a plurality of content 
attributes including the at least one content attribute and a content attribute value for the at 
least one of the plurality of content attributes. 

25. (Original) The document management system of claim 23, wherein the logic rules 
application system is adapted to assign at least one content group value for the at least one 
content group to a content group attribute of the at least one of the documents. 

26. (Original) The document management system of claim 25, wherein the logic rules 
application system is adapted to modify the metadata file of the at least one of the documents 
to include the at least one content group value for the content group attribute. 
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27. (Original) The document management system of claim 18, wherein the document 
distribution system defines a plurality of content categories, and wherein the document 
distribution system is adapted to associate the at least one content group with at least one of 
the content categories and distribute for the at least one of the content categories each of the 
documents assigned the at least one content group. 

28. (Original) The document management system of claim 27, wherein the document 
distribution system defines a navigational model identifying the content categories, and 
wherein the document distribution system is adapted to present the navigational model to an 
audience, receive a request for documents associated with one of the content categories from 
the audience, and distribute the documents associated with the one of the content categories 
to the audience. 

29. (Original) The document management system of claim 28, wherein the document 
distribution system is adapted to distribute the documents assigned the at least one content 
group associated with the at least one of the content categories. 

30. (Original) The document management system of claim 28, wherein a host of the 
navigational model is configured to communicate with the audience via a communication 
link, and wherein the document distribution system is adapted to receive the request for the 
documents associated with the one of the content categories from the audience via the 
communication link and distribute the documents associated with the one of the content 
categories to the audience via the communication link. 

31. (Original) The document management system of claim 30, wherein the 
communication link includes an Internet communication link. 
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